ON THE GRADE AND

READING LEVELS LISTED

The DRP (“DRP”) and Lexile (“LX”) Levels are more accurate
because they are based on objective criteria. To use these lev-
els see the description of the DRP and Lexile systems at the
back of the catalog. The Grade (“Gr”) and Reading (“RL”) lev-
els are less necessarily accurate. We are not educators. We are
bookbinders. We have gathered these levels from various places
(publishers’ catalogs, librarian awards lists, educational publi-
cation reviews, etc.), all of which have different criteria for
their choices. Grades are approximately as follows: P=PreK-2;
E=3-5; M=5-8, H=9-12. Those listed as YA are so selected by
librarian award lists, but we don’t have specific information
to place these titles in specific YA grades. Reading levels are
year.month, so that 5.3 means the third month of fifth grade.




®

LEXILE

This year, more than 14-million students
will recelve a Lexile measure.

Now, what are you going to do with it?

The Lexile Framework for Reading links reader and written materials through a common
metric — the Lexile measure. This lets educators forecast the level of comprehension a student
will have with a particular text. And, it lets educators evaluate curriculum needs based on each
student's ability to comprehend the materials.

The result is a successful reading experience.

The Lexile measure, developed by MetaMetrics, allows educators to track reading
comprehension growth, and to identify materials that can be matched to each student's reading
ability. Through partnerships with maor publishers, over 44,000 books and 40-million articles
have a Lexile measure. The Lexile Framework has been adopted for testing and reading
programs by states and school districts around the country, as well as by the U.S. Department
of Education’'s "America Reads" program.

For more information on how to use The Lexile Framework for Reading
in your school, call 1.888.LEXILES or visit www.lexile.com.

MetaMetrics, Lexile, Lexile Framework and the Lexile logo are trademarks or U.S. registered trademarks of MetaMetrics, Inc. All rights reserved.



&
LEXILE

4

Reprint of a “ Frequently Asked Questions’ from Lexile.com

I’'m trying totiein grade level equivalentsto Lexile numbersthat | find on books. Isthere a way to do this?
Because of the many problems associated with grade equivalents, there is not a direct translation from a specific Lexile measure to a
specific grade level. Within any classroom there will be a range of readers and a range of materials to be read. In a fifth-grade classroom
there will be some readers that are far ahead of the rest (about 250L above the typical reader) and there will be some readers that are
far below the rest (about 250L below the typical reader). To say that some books are “just right” for fifth graders assumes that all fifth
graders are reading at the same level. What we try to do with the Lexile Framework is to match readers with texts at whatever level the
reader is reading.

Just because a student is an excellent reader does not mean that he or she would comprehend a text typically found at a higher grade
level. Without the background knowledge the words would not have much meaning. A high Lexile measure for a grade indicates that the
student can read grade-level appropriate materials at a higher comprehension level (say 90%).

In the classroom, if a teacher is doing a lesson on the solar system, he or she can suggest additional readings at a variety of levels.
Therefore, each child can read additional books, but the lower readers can read an easier book and the better readers can read a hard-
er book.

The Educational Levels displayed on the Lexile Map indicate approximately the middle 50% of materials found in a typical grade-level
classroom (see chart below). For example, the instructional materials typically found in a third-grade classroom range from about 500L
to 700L. You can go in many third-grade classrooms and find materials that would have measures below 500L or above 700L. We have
also conducted numerous studies with large samples of students and have observed approximate reading levels (about the middle 50%
of the students-the interquartile range) for each grade level (see chart below). Remember that there are still about 50% of the students
that are reading higher or lower than these ranges.

Reader Measures Text Measures
Grade (Interquartile (from Lexile

Range, Mid-Year) Framework Map)

1 up to 300L 200L to 400L

2 140L to 500L 300L to 500L

3 330L to 700L 500L to 700L

4 445L to 810L 650L to 850L

5 565L to 910L 750L to 950L

6 665L to 1000L 850L to 1050L

7 735L to 1065L 950L to 1075L

8 805L to 1100L 1000L to 1100L

9 855L to 1165L 1050L to 1150L
10 905L to 1195L 1100L to 1200L
11 and 12 940L to 1210L 1100L to 1300L

You will notice there is considerable overlap between the grades. This is typical of the reading levels of students in the grades and mate-
rials published. In addition, the level of support you provide during reading instruction and the motivation of the reader impact the read-
ing experience. Students who are interested in reading about a specific topic (and therefore motivated) are able to read text that is at a
higher level than his or her reading level (about 100L).

The real power of the Lexile Framework is in examining the growth of readers-wherever the reader may be in the development of his or
her reading skills. Readers can be matched with texts that they are forecasted to read with 75% comprehension. As a reader grows, he
or she can be matched with more demanding texts. And, as the texts become more demanding, then the reader grows



DRP Scale of Readability

W hat is a DRP value?

Next to many of the book listings in this catalog,
you'll notice a number labeled “DRP® palue.” This refers
to the beok's level of text difficulty, or readability. The
higher the number, the more difficult the text.

To arrive at these numbers, our books were analyzed by
Touchstone Applied Science Associates [TASA®), Inc.
using their DRP (Degrees of Reading Power®) readahbil-
ity formula. This formula, developed more than 25 years
ago, has been used by educators for decades as a reliable
measure of text difficulty.

According to the formula, certain measurable features of
text contribute significantly to its diffienlty, namely:

* word length

* gentence langth

* word familiarity

The DRP readability system was designed to be used in
conjunetion with DRP tests—reading comprehension
tests for students in grades 1-12+ published by TASA.
These tests measure students’ ability to read and com-
prehend text of varying levels of diffieulty. The higher a
student's DRF score, the more difficult the text he or she
can read and understand.

Teachers have found that having information about how
students’ reading skills match up with the books used
in the curriculnm can be an enormous help in planning
instruction and in selecting materials for independent
reading. When DRF scores for students are not avail-
able, teachers can use the median DRP scores achieved
by students in each grade as a point of reference.

Obviously, a book's DREP value iz not the enly factor that
should be considered when determining a book's suitabil-
ity for a particular student or a particular class. Read-
ability formulas do not take into aceount, for example, a
book’s content, illustrations, or the concepts embodied

DRP Scale of Readability
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inn the text. While formulas and numbers will never be
substitutes for teacher judgement in these matters, they
can nevertheless be useful and reliable resources to as-
sist and inform teacher judgement.

For more information about the Degrees of Reading Power
Program, please contact TASA at 1-800-800-2508 or e-mail

infoi@tasa.com.
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